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"THE FOURTH LEVY '!!!! 
To the United Branches of Operative Potters. 

Friends, Brothers, and Fellow-Workmen,—Agreeably to the 
resolution of the Central Committee, the rounTH LEVY is laid. 
Three weeks have transpired, since the ru1kD was called for ; and 
now, the FrourTH is solicited. This is 

“A sort of half-way house of diplomatic rest,” 
where every good and true union man may rest awhile, take a 
review of the past, and balance the prospects of the future. 

Some few months back, Mr. Charles James Mason introduced 
one of Mr. Wall’s Patented Flat-Pressing Machines into his 
works, at Fenton. At that time, working potters took the alarm, 
and a fearful foreboding entered into the minds of all, as to the 
ultimate destiny of the operatives of these districts. Many were 
the surmises, that the fate of Hand-loom weavers would be en- 
tailed on working potters; and that no power, within the reach 
of the operatives of this neighbourhvod, could, in the slightest 
degree, obstruct the introduction of machinery into the potting 
business. With these fears before us, and with this great evil 
pending over our heads, we commenced a battle with the ‘‘ Mon- 
ster Science ;”—and how have we succeeded? We did not ex- 
pect, effectually and lastingly, to eradicate the evil. What we 
hoped to accomplish was, to obstruct it, for a season, and to miti- 
gate its effects, when it may come ; and in this, we have been 
successful !—yea, beyond our most sanguine expectations! Who, 
amongst us, would have thought, that a man with the determina- 
tion of Mr. C. J. Mason;—one, who has ever stood forward, with 
the aristocratic pride of station, and the iron hand of despotism, 
to crush the rights of labour;—one, with whom we have strug- 
gled for nine successive months, on a matter of a trifling raise of 
price;—who would have thought, that such aman would have 
abandoned the high road to opulence, laid open by machinery, at 
the instigation of a society of working men? There are none! 
Yet, such is the fact. Who, also, amongst us, would have 
thought, that the Messrs. Chappel, of Leeds, would have fol- 
lowe’! in the same wake ; and that, too, without the withdrawal of 
a single potter from employment? Who would have thought, 
that working potters could have done this ?—aye, and have done 
it without the expenditure of a single farthing in a trade’s strike ! 
We repeat, there are none! and yet these things have been ac-! 
complished by the United Branches of Operative Potters. But 
how hare they been accomplished? I will tell you, my friends, 








In all trades’ proceedings, when the outing deg, to avoid an 
evil, or to remove a grievance, act upon the common-place princi- 
ple of a strike or a turnout, without the means of getting prcfit- 
able employment to those who leave their work, manufacturers 
can tell, toa month, nay, to a week, or even a day, when their 
funds will cease, and when the cravings of nature will force them 
back to their employment, supplicating for work at any, and at 
all sacrifices. ‘Ihis want of permanent power on the part of work- 
ing men to battle with the evils of capital, gave confidence to the 
enemies of labour ; and the consequence has been, that, to a great 
extent, turnouts, as they have heretofore been conducted, have be- 
come the laughing-stock of monied men ; and poor, helpless, un- 
protected Labour has become a thing to mock at, and to deride. 
Folly and impotency have heretofore regulated the proceedings of 
the working man ; and the result has been, that, in most of his 
struggles, Capital has been the victor. 

It was this almost omnipotent power in the hands of manufac- 
turers, that first led the Central Committee of our society to re- 
flect on the helpless position, in which working potters were 
placed, when opposed to the power of their employers ;—it was 
this, that first led them to reflect, abstractedly, on the nature of 
wealth-producing—its requisites, and its power ;—and this reflec- 
tion led them directly back to the land—the Lanp, {rom whence, 
in connection with labour, all wealth is produced. They saw, 
that a deep and lasting evil was about to be entailed on their 
trade, from the introduction of mechanical appliances into that 
branch of manufacture, by which they earn their bread; and they 
knew that no common movement could stay the progress of this 
evil. What then was to be done? In a common strike, with an 
object like this to contend against, power, we had done. How, 
then, were they to act? Oh, my friends, hed you witnessed the 
anxiety of your delegates, when the question of Mr. Mason’s 
machine was laid before the Central Committee ;—had you heard 
the fears expressed, the plans suggested, and had you witnessed 
the hope, that beamed upon all, when the Five Thousand Pounds’ 
Fund was mooted, your hearts would have leaped in unison with 
that of every delegate on the board, and you would have pledged 
yourselves, as your Central Committee did, upstanding, and with 
one unanimous vote, to _pay EIGHT HALF-CROWN LEvIES, for the 
purpose of opposing the introduction of machinery into any 
branch of the potting business' Yes, you would have done this, 
as the levy card states, “with all your hearts’ And why would 
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you have done it? because you would have seen that a new light} some, and the opposition of others, THE LAND SHALL BE 
had burst upon o:r proceedings ; and that that light had brought} HAD! ‘The foundation for success is laid. There are those in 
hope, these districts,--honest, energetic, sterling men !—a brotherhood 
“* Where scarce hope could come.” of determined hearts!—who will pay their eight half-crowns; 

It was thought, that Five Thousand Working Potters could be} nay, double the amount if required ; and these will secure the 
found, out of the seven thousand of these districts, who would{ mass. They make up the working committees of the several dis- 
willingly pay eight half-crowns each, to oppose machinery. It! tricts; and, when their own levies are paid, they will still continue 
was well known, that that sum invested in the Emigration Society, } their exertions, It is not their intention to disband themselves, 
would purchase TWELVE THOUSAND ACRES OF LAND, and would { when the Eighth Levy is called in. No! no! They will still 
leave 7'wo Thousand Pounds to battle with machinery. Hence | persevere on, until they have found five thousand potters, who are 
came THE PLAN that has shaken, to their foundation, the! willing to protect their trade. If they cannot find them in Staf- 
strongholds of capital. Placards were posted; meetings were | fordshire, they will hunt through the empire, for them, until the 
called; lectures delivered; and manufacturers given to under-| number és found. Who cares, then, for the prognostications of 
stand, that it was our intention to purchase land! and to place on } cur enemies, when they say that we shall not succeed? We are 
the same, the hands of that manufacturer, or those manufac-! stcceeding' Many who did not pay the frst levy, at the time of 
turers, who should dare to introduce machinery into any branch } its collection, paid it, when the second was laid; and many, who 
of our trade. But this was not all. The withdrawing of the! did not pay the second, at the time of its collection, paid it, when 
hands of any manufacturers, and the placing of those hands upon | the third was laid; and thus it will be with the fourth and the 
land, would not have fully answered the purpose of the union, un- | fifth, and the remaining three, until a// are called in. There is 
less it acted as a moral check upon other employers, who may feel } every thing to hope, then, in our present movement. This is not 
inclined to introduce machinery into our trade. It was therefore} a mere matter of subscription. A payment cannot be withheld 
resolved to close, by legal and moral means, the works of any / for six months, and the defaulter commence again, as though he 
manufacturer, who should attempt to introduce machinery into! were nothing in arrears. No! There are eight half-crowns to 
any branch of our tra le, not for a day, or a week, or a month, or } pay, to protect our trade; and these must be paid by every indivi- 
a year, but For Even! And here lay the charm and potency of | dual potter, »cfore he can be considered an honourable member of 
all our movement. From Land and Labour, all Wealth is pro-} his trade. The money is to be devoted to no sectional benefit, 
duced ; and these two great sources of production can never be { but for the general good. This general good has been conserved 
destroyed, so long as Land contains its fertility, and Labour its | by the steps, we have already eden it is, therefore, the impera- 
strength. Who, then, would fear a turnout?—those who are | tive duty of all to contribute to that fund, by which a// may hope 
possessed of Land and Labour, or those who live by the profits of ) to be protected. ‘‘ The Levies” will become a familiar standard, 
Capital? Aye, aye, my friends, we took the bull by the horns, | by which the character of every working potter may be judged. 
and we shook the monster, until he became as tame as a dove! | The ‘Cards,’ when properly filled up, will receive the society's 
Mr. Mason put aside his machine ; Chappel has done the same; | sea/, and the name of each owner entered on the books of the 
and now for Legality, Morality, and Banker !* Central Committee, for reference in time to come, when machi- 

Such, my friends, is a slight retrospect of our proceedings, in | nery may leave that owner without bread. Yes, yes, every step 
connection with the movement for the raising of the Five Thou- } shall be taken to do justice to those, who honourably pay their 
sand Pounds’ Fund. It is now requisite, that we take a glance at} levies; and to secure the fund from the imposition of those, who 
the future ; and balance, like reasonable men, our prospects of | will not pay a farthing to our present movement. Forward, then, 
success, in this, our noble undertaking ! good men and true! Cast fear to the winds, and success is cer- 

We have laid down a plan, by which, we hope, to realize a suf-| tain! Every additional day gives us additional strength. Who, 
ficiency of means, to purchase Twelve Thousand Acres of Land, } then, fears the result? Not I! : 
in one of the Western States of the North American Union. We The Fourth Levy is laid !—the Half-way House is reached! and 
have made a call for Eight Half-crown Levies, per each individual } machinery is still in the field! ‘o-night, and another link is 
potter, throughout these districts, for the purpose of raising those } added to the chain of our security !—to-night, and another tie is 
means. This call has been responded to, in a highly creditable | given to the bonds of our union '—to-night, and another hope is 
manner, by the spirited men of Burslem and Tunstall. Indeed, | linked to the prospetts of our society !—to-nigh', and another fear 
Hanley might be included in this commendation; as might, also, | is sent home to the hearts of our enemies' Who then, I again 
some good and true men in each of the other districts. But al-}ask, fears the result? Nor I! No! no! So long as Good 
though much has been done to warrant us in saying, the plan twié/ | Intentions, Honesty, Honour, and Equity govern the proceedings 
succeed; nevertheless, much still remains to be done. And how} of The United Branches of Operative Potters, fear, for the suc- 
this is to be accomplished, is the next consideration. cess of our plans, shall never enter into the heart of 

Of all the steps, yet taken, by any of the districts, for the con- MENTOR. 


summation of this object, that of the Burslem district seems the *[Since the above has been written, official communications have 
most rational to work upon. The men of Burslem have appointed, } ,ocn received, by the Central Committee, from Swinton ; by which 
or rather, organized, what may be termed**Bank Committees,” of | wo learn, that Mr. Barker has also abandoned his “ Jolly.” This 
one from each branch, on each manufactory, for the purpose of} is another proof, if more were wanted, to prove the judicious 
seeing after the payment of the levies, and of keeping up, if pos-} ,ature of our pro eedings. We think, we may, now, with con- 
sible, the present determined spirit of the Burslem men. This is sistency, shout “ Hurrah for the Union !"—Ep.] P 

one of the wisest steps that could be taken at the present crisis of ; 
our affairs ; and it is much to be desired, that each of the other 

districts would follow so judicious an example. If all could be THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 

induced to follow the example of the Burslem men, how surpass- TO THE DEBT COMMITTER OF THE SHEFFIELD 
ingly easy would be the completion of a// our plans! But of this TRADES. 

there is little probability at present. We must, therefore, perse- (Concluded from our last) 

vere, allowing ‘Time to do that, which energy, in a few, cannot, at Gentlemen,—You further state, 

present, accomplish. We will still prosecute the great object of “ Your professions of “‘ sympathy,” are as empty as your other 
our wishes; as the period is certain in coming, when that potter, } professions. Such has been your feeling on our aceount, that you 
who has not paid to the fund for opposing machinery, will be} have raised us about £137, by our first laying out about £140 to 
looked upon as a moral drag on the best movements of our trade, } get it. Your sympathy resembles the organization of your so - 
and as something to b : feared, and shunned in his intercourse with ciety—it is of a “ peculiar kind,”’*the least used the best. Strange 
working potters. BUI THE FIVE THOUSAND POUNDS} as is the character of this sympathy, we find something stranger 
SHALL YET BE OBTAINED '—the machinery of our socvety) sii in the following remarks :—“Out of sympathy to you, we 
will yet call that sum into existence! and, despite the apathy of | have been doing injustice to others.” From this mode of reason- 
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ing, it would appear that our claims are all dependent upon this 
sympathy, while all other claims are matters of “ justice.” 

Question :---What shou'd you have thought of the 
poiters if they had paid the six HUNDRED AND ODD 
PounDs, which you have received, to the men of Lon- 
don, instead of to you? Should you not have deemed 
us a most ungrateful, wnsympathizing, unprincipled set of 
dogs ?---should you not have discovered the precise 
‘* distance between the sublime and the ridiculous?” or 
rather, the precise distance between the want of equity 
and a heart full of sympathy for the London Trades” 
We think, you would; and that, too, without your 
being under the necessity of falsifying facts to substan- 
tiate your position. 

Again, you say, in continuation, 

“ Trifling as is the distance betwixt the sublime and the ridi- 
culous, we fancy your readers will find but little difficulty in 
deciding what kind of reasoners you are, when you wish to hide 
the truth, and argue from what you term “false facts.” The 
misrepresentations you make, as to the priority of claims, ate 
most palpable, and either display a great want of information of 
past events, or a very bad disposition. Why did you not give the 
disparity in the population of the two places, when you gave the 
amount of gifts from each? Why did you not give your members 
the whole truth, instead of part only? If London gave you £800, 
it had a population of nearly one and a half millions. If we gave 
you only £100, it was given out of a population of about ninety 
thousands. So that, population considered, we gare you double 
to what London did If we consider the number of members in 
the societies who gave the money, we shall find nearly the same 
results. If, then, the gifts are so much in our favour, what will 
the loans argue for us? We lent you more than £2,000; Lon- 
don, better than £700; while the population of London was 
nearly fifteen times more than that of Sheffield. In the face of 
these evident facts, you represent to your members, and through 
them to the world, “ that the balance of generosity is in favour of 
London.” . ’ 

We have neither time nor space to quibble over this 
matter. We know, full well, that the population of 
London may be said to be made up, to a great extent, 
of the middle and upper classes, and that the population 
of Sheffield may be said to be the.reverse of this. We also 
know, that the loans, from London, came from sixteen 
societies; and that the loans, from Sheffield came from 
the same number. 





We further know, that the sixteen | 


you? And what has it cost us in getting the little back you say we 
have received? These are all questions that must be taken into 
consideration, as they do not apply to other places, as they do to 
us. By reference to our accounts, we find that we have spent in 
the way named, FIVE HUNDRED and EIGHTEEN POUNDS SEVEN- 
TEEN SHILLINGS and THREEPENCE—not a farthing of which has 
been ‘charged to your account. Here, again, as in the other 
cases, you give your members but half the truth. It is no wonder 
you have to complain of not being able to get your members to 
move, when you withhold that part of the truth from them which 
should induce them to assist us all they could. 

Gentlemen, we have never questioned the amount 
of service you rendered to the potters generally. at the 
late general turnout. We have ever felt the deepest 
respect for you, from the spirited manner in which you 
assisted us, us a trade, at that important ciisis. But, 
sire, it is not we, the Central Committee of the Potters’ 
Union, neither is it the society to which we belong, that 
bave caused you to expend the enormous sum of “ FIvE 
HUNDRED AND EIGHTEEN POUNDS SEVEN SHILLINGS 
AND THREEPENCE.” Our society, as you seem to be 
fully aware, comprises but a minority of working pot- 
ters, and have paid you £137 in the past year, which 
sum, we have no hesitation in saying, would have been 
much greater had you not taken the ulterior steps, that 
you have done, and expended £127 in twelve weeks. 
But the remarks, you here direct against us, are appli- 
cable, as we have said before, to the ‘ Nobsticks,” 
alone, of our trade; it therefore is a matter of the great- 
est surprise to us, how you should make us, a minorily 
of the trade, who have done ail that has been done for 
you, in the past year, the objects of your wrath; and 
allow those, who have done nothing, to pass unscathed; 
nay, to sympathize with them, as though tl ey were the 
most honourable portion of our trade. This inconsis- 
tency is so glaringly obvious, that we cannot, on any 
process of reasoning, account for your conduct in jum- 
bling us up with those who Aave not, and who will not, 
pay anything towards the cancelling of yours, or any 
other trade’s, claims. But enough of this, for the 
present. 

You next state, 

“ As to the treatment which you say that you experienced from 


societies of Sheffield were made up of complete trades, | the painters and gilders, we know nothing whatever about it— 


whilst those of London, in many instances, we re sections 
of trades. The probability, therefore, is, that the balance 
of population would be greatly on the side of Sheffield. 
But there is another fact to which we beg to call your 
attention ; and that is, that out of the sixteen trades of 
Sheffield who loaned money to the potters at the late 
General Turnout, the Saw Grinders alone made a Gitt 
of £5 0 0; but out of the sixteen societies of Londun, 
ten of them made gifts to the amount of £207 7 7; and 
in some cases double the sum was given, to that which 
was loaned. We therefore say, “in the face of these 
evident facts,” that we are justified “* in representing to 
our members, and, through them, to the world, * that the 
balance of generosity is in favour of London.’” 

* Again, you say, you have paid us six hundred and twenty- 
seven pounds. Admitting you have—what did it cost us in en- 
deavouring to serve you? What did it cost us in obtaining so 
much for you? What did it cost us in bringing the money to 





whether they ill-used you or not. We have no means at present 
of knowing. But this we do know, that there are many good and 
able men amongst them—that that portion of them employed at 
Mr. Minton’s, are nobly doing their duty—that there are many 
more disposed to do the same—and that were they united as a 
branch, they would be a powerful auxiliary to any cause. Do not, 
from the mere fact of your having purchased the services of one 
individual from amongst them, be deluded into the belief that the 
rest are not worth owning or caring about, and that therefore you 
may scornfully and contemptuously disown “ having any connec- 
tion with them whatever.” If, however, you allow yourselves to 
be thus deluded, time, perhaps, may teach the folly of such 
belief. 

In answer to this, we beg to call your attention to the 
fact, that the several branches of our society had paid 
you their £30 and £40 each before the parties alluded to 
had paid a single farthing. Be so kind, then, as to 
award to us a dittle of the praise, you have thought pro- 
per to confer upon others. And let it also be under- 
stood, that in speaking warmly of the Painters and 
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Gilders, we were labouring under some painful sensa- 
tions, from the fact of our not being able, at the time 
of the breaking up of their society, of obtaining, for 
you, the monies, then at their disposal, amounting to 
near £20. It was this that induced us to deliver the 
sentiments we did. You will, therefore, forgive us for 
having been so warm in your cause. 

You next state, 

“You ask, ‘‘ What right have you, or any other claimants on the 
potters generally, to oppose our efforts, to improve our con lition 
by removing to America?” We answer, that the same motive 
which induces the desire in you to go to America, induces the 
desire in us also to oppose your going, until you have paid us our 
money, that thereby we may improve our own condition. When 
we were appealing to the Potters generally—to those parties who 


us, in reference to any, or all of your proceedings. You 
have made a gratuitous miss‘atement, without bring'nz 
forward the nature of the charge, or a fact to back 1. 
Proot! give ns proof! and do not deal in these vague 
assertions. Your reference to paragrap 31 of your 
former epistle, is a palpa'le evasion, or e!-+e why not 
have quoted the language, you say we have misrepre- 
sented? But this yea dared not do, or the sophistry 
woul'l have been clearly seen through. Gentlemen, 
this, to say the least, is not honest disputation. But 
let it pass. 

You further, and by way of conclusion, state 

“We do, as you state, most certainly think, that if you have the 
power to raise five thousand pounds, you could, if you had the dis- 





you say owe us the money—to do us justice, what right, let us 
ask, had you, or your Editor, to tell them that their “ only con- 
sideration should be the raising of a five thousand pounds fund; 
that every thing else” (of course our claims with the rest) “ must 
sink into nothingness” to attain this mighty object; and that if 
they would not respond to the call you then made upon them, they 
were a lot of “ black-hearted, unprincipled nobsticks"’ And this 
you eall, doing allin your power to forward our claims! this you cal!, 
doing your best to serve us! Really, friends, we must be a thank- 
less lot of scoundrels, indeed, not to appreciate such noble and 
truly disinterested exertions. 





The fallacy of this foolish paragraph is so palpably | 


evident, that we shail pass it over by merely stating. 
that, according to your mode of reasoning, no individual 
potter has a right to better his condition iu society be- 
cause the mass of his brethren will not pay a trades’ 
debt. Really, some of the Pablicans uf these districts, 
who have realized independencies since the borrowing 
of your money, ‘*must be a thankless lot of scoundrels,” 
and must have done something exceedingly wrong in 
bettering their condition before the Old Union's Debts 
are paid! We think, that some of these parties ought 
to come down with a HUNDRED, or TWo, for benefits re- 
ceived. But, however, we leave this matter with you; 
to be dealt with, as you, in your wisdom, and (hey, in 
their generosity, may think fit. 

You fuither state, 

** Let truth,” you say, " be the only weapon weilded against us, 
and we shall not fear for the result.’’” We never have used, nor 
have we any desire to use, any other weapon against you. Our cause 
is too firmly based upon truth and justice, to need any other wea- 
pon to defend it. Had truth been the only weapon wielded against 
us, we should never have been pained and insulted by the foul and 
infamous calumnies that were privately but extensively cireulated 
against us—calumnies so preposterous, that no rational being 
could for a moment seriously believe them, but which, neverthe- 
less, served your purpose at the time, and those also who were 
not over anxious to pay their just debts. Were you influenced 
by truth alone, would you, as you have done, knowingly an‘! ‘les- 
signedly preverted and misrepresented our language, as quote: by 
you in paragraph 31, the true and simple meaning of whic! is, 
that your present proceedings are calculated to produce sucha 
result; but at the same time we used, and are using, every exer- 
tion which we are capable of, to induce you to steer a different 
and ajuster course, and thereby prevent the possibility of such 
feelings having an existence. Yes, yes! Let truth be the only 
weapon wielded against us, and we shall not fear for the result. 


We are sorry to find, in those few remarks about 
** truth,” you have insinuated a gross falsehood about us. 
in reference to our conduct towards you. We defy 


position pay us our money. “In this,” you say we display but 
little knowledge of human nature. Yo mose> any individual to 
action, it is requisite first to give him the motive.” Tlowever 
limited our knowledge of human nature may be, you evidently ap- 
pear to be acquainted only with the worst portion of it—you appeal 
to the meaner and baser passions of our nature, to accomplish 
your object. Permit us to ask (with all deference to your superior 
knowledge of human nature) what nobler or more exalted motive 
to action ean you place before any man, or body of men, than the 
Divine one, of ‘‘ doing unto others as they would that others should 
do unto them"’—of promoting the happiness of their neighbours, 
} that their own may be promoted thereby — of being just and honest 
in all their dealings, that they themselves may experience justice 
and good faith from all with whom they may have any connection! 

‘* Influenced by these principles, we lent you the money—guid 
ed by them, we came amongst you, and assisted you to the utmost 
of our power .Justice, gratitude, and our necessity, all require that 
you should reciprocate our feelings, and act up to such principles. 
Be just—and all enmity and bickerings will cease; be just—and 
we shail forgive and forget the past; be just—that our friendship 
may be re-established ; be just—and our complains will cease, 

Signed, on behalf of the Committee. 
KIRK.” 

To the former part of these statements, we have no- 
thing further tu advance than that, it wou!d have been a 
} feature of the most unmixed folly to have atiempted to 
have gotten, not five, but three thousand pounds for 
debt purposes. We might have obtained, as we have 
done, £137 fiom our own society ; but from the five 
thousand ‘ Nobsticks,” poor fellows! we should not 
have been able to have obtained scarcely as many ¢hil- 
lings. But you seem to entertain a very bigh opinion of 
these rll-used men, so we will leave them to you. 

And now allow us to state, by way ol conclusion, and 
in reply to your last few words, that the present * bic- 
kerings” are none of oms. They belong entirely to 
you. We have been upon the defensive, since the com- 
mencement; and are prepared to continue so, if you 
feel disposed to attack. We have n» enmity towards 
you. If you feel disposed to upbraid those who have 
done most for you, it must be our province to bear that 
upbraiding ; and in bearing the same, we will do our 
best to defend ourselves, and, at the same time, to do 
justice to all! 

We hive the honour to be Gentlemen, 
Your obedient, humble Servants, 
Tue Centrat ComMITTEE. 


Mr. Editor,—There seems to be considerable excitement in the 





you fo prove, that any calumny has been circulated by} Petteries, about some of the Od Unica Debts; and amongst the 
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rest, who wish to have their “ say,” I think proper to give to the 
public, my opinion, and without any extraneous matter, I at once 
proceed to the above-named subject. As I understand, from the 
discussions that have taken place in the various districts in the | 
Potteries, there seems to be an inclination, in a small party, who 
have attended those meetings, to give, to the Sheffield claims, the 
first consideration; in fact, to pay the Sheffield debts, before any 
other. Now, let us see, how far this will be consistent with 
honour, honesty, gratitude, and justice! To be honourable, we 
must act justly to all parties, whether they be ruined tradesmen, 
starving widows, impoverished workmen, broken-up trades’ so- 
cieties, or ruined sick clubs. Justice demands that all parties 
should have what justly belongs to them. Then, as each of the 
aove-named parties has assisted us in time of need, so honour, 
honesty, gratitude, and justice, demand that each and every claim 
shall receive equal attention from us, when a demand is made ; as 
all have an equal right with the Sheffield Trades 

Honour, honesty, gratitude, and justice admit of no gradation ; 
for there is no bad honour, no imperfect honesty, no medium grati- 
tude; neither is there left-handed justice. Then what is it, that 
gives, in the minds of these parties, priority to Sheffield? Sup- 
pose we say, sympathy? Well, even then, we must not let sym- 
pathy supersede, and take the place of, the above-named cardinal 
virtues ; for if we do, we should deserve, and justly too, the epi- 
thets “injustice,” ‘“‘defraud,” “ juggling,” * shameful delay,” 
&c., which were broadly and directly stated, not only against the 
Central Board, but against the United Potters. But the Central 
Board laid down a pian, and acted upon it, as far as they had 
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power :—that is, they paid all the money, they could get, to Shef- 
field; they apportioned the share of the Home and Sheffield debts 





ment because the enemy is put to sleep for a season, 
He may awake again 

“ Like a giant refreshed.” 
Be alive then, and get funds. All your power lies in 
your funds. Get funds!—funds!! 


THE COMMERCIAL PRINCIPLE. 
( Concluded from page 72.) 

And that other prejudice, too, which withholds from 
eommerce the title of honowrable—one of the most fla- 
graut and absurd of all the prejudices that beset the hu- 
man mind. Why is not the pursuit of commerce ho- 
nourable? It is creative, beneficent, pacific, light-dif- 
fusing, and promotive of human cowfort; and to theeys 
of reason, therefore, infinitely more deserving of honour 
than the destructive pursuit of war. Yet wecling to 
the stupid error of the warlike ages, and imagine Box 
is more honour in killin, burning, ravaging, and laying 
waste the fair domain provided for man, by divine bene- 
volence, than in disseminating and increasing the enjoy- 
ments desigued for us by the Creator. We adopt the 
insane and atrocious opinion of those iron-clad and iron- 
souled barbarians of the middie ages, whose business 
was robbery, and whose amusement was strife and 
butchery; who held it right to take whatever they could 





to each Branch ; and intended each Branch (the United part, 1| seize by the etrong hand, and thought it very chivalrous 


mean) to pay the whole of the money that their Branch owed; so | 


that, by this plan, the sympathetical system might have been acted 
upon, without their being branded with ti e “juggling” system, as 
each Branch had the whole of its share of the debts to pay, begin 
with whom they may. But now, things have taken a different 
turn, not by us, but by the new-move party. There is no respon- 
sibly united party now. The individual system is introduced; 
therefore there is a Sheffield share,—and there is a home share. 
So each individual owes part of his share, that is apportioned to 
him, to Sheffield, the other part to the Home debts; and any man 
acting contrary to this, and sending the whole of his money 
either to Sheffield, or to the Home debts, is paying money to one 
party, which belongs to another ; which is neither honour, hones- 
ty, gratitude, nor justice ; but will admit of those epithets, before 
spoken of, namely, “defraud.” “ juggling,” “shameful delays,” 
&c., epithets which were directed to a wrong party; as the indi- 
viduals to whom these hard words were applied intended to pay 
the whole of the debts as soon as they could instil the principles 
of Honesty, &c., into those that kept aloof from them in every 
thing. 

But I hope each individual will consider this over in his own 
mind ; and do justice to all parties, by paying the debts, he owes, 
to those to whom they belong; and not let sympathy get the bet- 
ter of gratitude, and justice ; for that individual, who sacrifices 
honour, and honesty, at the shrine of sympathy, makes but a 
poor exchange. 

Yours, A Well-wisher of all Creditors, 
JUSTITIA. 


Che Potters’ Examiner, 
And Workman's Advocate, Marcu Ist, 1845. 
Again, we say, Hurrah for the Union! The last of 
Mr. Wall’s patents “is gone to the tomb of all the 
Capulets"" BarkER HAS ABANDONED Hts MACHINE ! 
and working potters are again free from the pending 
doom of Handloom Weavers. Who is there amongst us 
that would dare to affirm, that our plans are not pro- 
gressing. There are none! Steadily and cheerily then 
working p-tters! Do not abandon your present move- 
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and noble to run each other through with spears, for the 
mere glory of the deed ; aed allow our high intelligence 
to be hoodwinked by a prejudice, which the common 
sense of a child rejects as monstrous ard absurd. 

It is not merely as an abstract proposition, curious but 


} of no practical consequence, that we have expatiated on 
the character and influence of commerce. We have 
| been imprees+d with a sense and a conviction of its be- 
| neficial agency ; we have seen that, by its effects upon 
} the progress and the welfare of mankind, it has a dignity 


jand honour of its own; we have recognised, in their 
{ 


full extent, its capacity for good, and the dependence 
of its operation upon the mode and spirit in which it ip 
pursued ; and the reader's good sense will point out to 
| him the way in which i's full advantages are to be re- 
‘alised ; and his Jaudible ambition, if he be intending or 
| preparing to engage in commercial pursuits, will prompt 
|him to grasp the means, and employ the agencies, by 
which that end is to be accomplished. He will see that 


| a first-rate merchant is one of the most useful and honor- 


| able members of society; and that to constitute a first- 


rate merchant, are demanded the highest attributes of 
mind and disposition ; clearness and vigour of intellect, 
extensive knowledge, sound judgment, perfect integrity, 
liberality of sentiment, and unsullied honour. He will 
see that to the possessor of these attributes, the mer- 
cantile profession opens the road to distinction as widely 
as any other; and conscious that in this profession, as 
much as in any other, wha ever is noble in the employ- 
ment belongs to the man, and whatever is noble in the 
man, to the employment, he will make it his study to 
acquire and cultivate those properties which'shall fit him 
to sustain the honourable character of a profession which, 
in its capabilities, may give fitting employment to the 
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most accomplished minds, and to which, as well for its | sivle; then dig a well; then break up and fence in as much land 
beneficial influence, as for the worthy and distinguished | 4s is prudent; then build a good frame barn; then a stable; then 


men it has produced, the most intellectual, the most in- 

structed, and the most philanthropic men that ever lived, 

might esteem it no less than an honour to belong.” 
American MERCHANT. 

EMIGRATION.—Lerrer No, XXXVII. 
LETTER FROM MR. WILSON, 
Gorstville, near Madison, Wi:consin Territory 

April 22nd, 1844. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE LIVERPOOL MERCURY. 

GENTLEMEN,—Observing a letter, signed “J. Rose,”’ published 
in your paper of the 16th of Febuary, 1844, decidedly against emi- 
gration to Wisconsin, and intending to stay the progress of the 
British Temperance Emigration Society, and thereby prevent its 
members bettering their condition, as well as the working classes 
of England generally. I therefore think it my duty, (notwith- 
standing Mr. Gorst’s reply), to answer and refute such calumnies 
against this fine country. 

And, in order that the public may judge of my opportunities 
and experience to do so, [ will tell them how long | have been in 
the territory, and the circumstances I have been placed in, to make 
abseryations and collect correct information. I landed at Mil- 
waukie in the last week of October, 1843, as agent to the British 
Temperance Emigration Society, and in the months of November 
and December last travelled on horse-back through twelve counties, 
a distance of not less than one thousand miles, in search of a suit- 
able location for the society. I thereby had a good opportunity 
of seeing the country, and observing the circumstances of the 
farmers ; and since my settling at Gorstville business as caused 
me to travel the country for fifty miles round, and I find nothing 
but a confirmation of former information and observations. 

First—Mr. Rose says that “the letters published in the Emi- 
grant’s Instructer, signed by J. Cole, are fictitious ; that a person 
had received money from intended emigrants to purchase land for 
thei ; but on their arrival at Racine, they could find neither Mr. 
Cole, money, or land.” Now, Sir, on my arrival at Racine, in 
November last, I soon found the person who wrote those letters, 
signing them “J. Cole,” instead of his own name, and that person 
is no other than Marshall M. Strong, Esq., of Racine, and now 
President of the Legislative Council of the territory. He wrote 
the letters and signed * J. Cole,’’ and does not deny them, and 
gives as a reason for not signing his own name, the annoyance he 
would have been subject to, with letters and emigrants from Eng: 
Jand. And with respect to his ‘ receiying money from intended 
emigrants,” &c. I know no farther than that I myself sent him 
money, through the house of Brown, Shipley and Co. of Chapel- 
street Liverpool, in May, 1842, to purchase a farm for a friend of 
mine, whose engagements prevented him from emigrating for at 
least three years, and on my arrival at Racine I found no difficulty 
in finding the person who wrote Cole’s letters. He sent a person 
to show me the land he had purchased, and I found it according to 
the goverment deeds, all right. I afterwards called at the land of- 
fice, and they told me the deed was original. 

He next complains of the poverty of the country, and compares 
the animals of the forest, and the fowls of the air, as being in equal 
circumstances with the Wisconsin farmer, aud says ‘that many 
Americans who went to Wisconsin five, six, or seven years ago, 
are still living in miserable log houses—no barn, 10 stable, no cow- 
house, or pigstye, no garden, and but little improvement ;. them- 
selves, wives, and children, clad in rags, and many of them bare- 
foot.” When this passage was read, there were ten English and 
one American present, and they all exclaimed with one voice, 
“that’s a lie!” And I must say, it is not true. I live in a log 
heuse, and hope to do so for at least the next seven years; and 
what Mr. Rose calls miserable log houses, I do assure you are 
much more comfortable than the old down-coming mud farm houses 
in England. I must acknowledge that farmers in Wisconsin often 
live in log houses for three, four, or five years after entering on 
their farms, for all industrious settlers have a system in making 
their improvements, They first build a log house as cheap as pos- 





cow-house and other out-buildings; and last, a house for them- 
selves, Now, a man cannot do all this in a day, or a year, es- 
pecially without a capital. In my travels it was common to 
see a farmer have a good frame barn to house his grain in, and 
himself and cattle sheltered in what Mr. Rose calls “‘ miserable log 
houses.” 

To show what industry will do in this country, I will instance 
one case out of a many that have come to my knowledge. Mr. 
John Thomas, of Cross Plains, Deane County, near Madison, who 
immigrated to this country from the state of Ohio, four years ago. 
He arrived on the plains with less then one dollar in money, and 
no goods but is beds; with a wife and two children. He hired 
himself to a farmer for a short time, and then squatted on a peice of 
land, and claimed it for his own; built on it a log house, and by 
perseverance and industry went from less to more; and new owns 
240 acres of land, all paid for, three horses, four cows, about twenty 
hogs, and about twelve head of cattle, besides a great quantity of 
fowls, turkeys, &c. He has about 100 acres of land fenced and 
improved, a good frame barn, stable, &c., but himself in his origi- 
nal ‘* MISERABLE” log house. 

I could give you many more cases, if I had room, but I give you 
in this both name and address, so that you, Mr. Rose, or any of 
your readers, may investigate the truth of it. 

Mr. Rose next speaks of the coldness of the country, long and 
severe winters, changeableness of the weather, &c. The winter of 
1843 was the longest winter there had been in Wisconsin of twenty 
years from Indian information, and that only continued for five 
months; and the winter here has been as short, setting in about 
the middle of December and breaking up about the middle of Feb- 
ruary, continuing only two months, And with the respect to the 
severity of the cold, it is sufficient to tell you, that I, three men, 
Mrs. Wilson, and another female, were encamped, with nothing 
to keep the storm, frost, &c. from us but a common tent cloth, on 
an open prairie, several miles from any house, from the first to the 
sixteenth of January last, and during our confinement the thermo- 
meter sunk lower then it had done all winter. The winters are 
certainly colder here than in England ; but it is dry, bracing cold- 
ness, not that damp, relaxing cold you have in the old country. 
And the fall of the year in this country is beautiful and fine; as a 
proof, last November, during my land-seeking journey, I had se- 
i times to sleep out in the woods, in the open air, having 
| nothing more than my buffalo robe rolled round me, and I must 
|} say I slept warm and comfortable. And as for the spring, it is 
} not half so changeable as in England; as a proof of which, the 

very same paper that contains Mr. Rose’s letter, states, that in 
one day you had all the seasons of the year.' The weather here 
}has been very settled for the last two months, fine and warm, 
with, a clear atmosphere, with showers of rain at intervals; with 
the exception of about two weeks in March, which were rather 
changeable 

With respect to wild beasts and snakes, there are nothing but 
a few small wolves, which are much more afraid of man than man 
is of them; as a proof, we never could get near enough to shoot 
but one, and that at adistance of 150 yards, with arifle. As to 
snakes, there are certainly a few; and so there are in England. 
Here they are chiefly small gater snakes, which are perfectly harm- 
less, What rattle snakes there are, the people think nothing about 
them, for it is very seldom any person gets stung, (they always 
rattle preyious to striking) and if they do sting, we have got a 
weed that is a certain cure; but both wolves and snakes disappear 
as settlements increase. 

He also speaks ofa want of wood and water. There never cculd 
be a better watered country than Wi in, for it al ds from 
east to west, aad from north to south, with small rivers and creeks, 
at but short distances. And water can be got in the highest 
prairie, by digging about thirty feet at most. And as for wood, 
the north and east parts have over much for a farmer; and about 
fifty miles square on the southwest part of the territory is the only 
part where there is not an abundance; and even there the farmers 











find sufficient amongst the bluffs. 
With respect to sickness, there are no no new countries that are 
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not subject to fever and ague. And even Wisconsin, new as it is, 
is not so subject to that malady as the Lincolnshire marshes and 
fens, where I was raised, and have been a victim. 

And as to the price of produce, wheat, flour, and pork, are 
always as good as cash, especially in the western part of territory. 
Pork is now 4d, beef 3d, sugar 7d, coffee 10d, tea 4s, per pound. 
Potatoes Is. 6d. per bushel, and it is a great favour to get them. 

Mr. Rose says, * the greatest trouble is the want of money, and 
the unsafe state of the paper currency.” There is nothing proves 
his want of observation and knowledge of this country more than 
his iast assertion, for in travelling through Wisconsin you lose 
sight of all paper money, for the people will not receive it. All 
the money there is in circulation is gold and silver, and that, 
though in small quantity, remains longer with the Wisconsin 
farmer than with the English. And again, their not being able to 
pay taxes I suppose he has taken from the notices at Racine, an- 
nouncing certain tracts of land to be sold for taxes, which chiefly 
belong to speculators and not settlers. 

I think, Sir, I have answered everything worth notice, the truth 
of which I am willing to have investigated. I shall conclude by 
saying, that Wisconsin is a fine healthy country, the surface of 
which is rolling, situated in a fine healthy climate, with a fertile 
soil, that a poor man, with no money, (for a man with but a small 
capital can do much better in Wisconsin than in England,) if he 
is but industrious, and does not neglect his farm to go a hunting ; 
there being plenty of game and no game laws causes many to 
hunt, and neglect their farms. Yet it is a great privilege when 





duly appreciated; as, for instance, yesterday being no working | 


day, three of the people working on the estate, took their guns and 
went a shooting. ‘They were out about four hours, and brought 
home pigeons, snipes, ducks, squirrels, and a fine turkey ; the lat- 
ter we had roasted to-day, out of which eight of us dined, and we 
had enough, and some to spare for tea. 

With this I conclude by saying, that the letters published in 
the Emigrant’s Instructer, and signed “ J. Cole,” are a good and 
true description of Wisconsin, generally speaking, a proof of 
which I here annex an opinion, signed by thirteen persons, all of 
whom have travelled some distance in the country, and have read 
the Emtgrant’s Instructer , and especially Cole’s Letters, also that 
of Mr. Rose; but the opinion speaks for itself. 

Hoping you will do the Society justice, and publish this as soon 
after receipt as possible, and let the public judge for themselves 
between us and Mr. Rose. 

I am yours respectfully, 
CHARLES WILSON, 
Agent to the British Temperance Emigration Society. 

Note.—It will be observed that the opinion below is signed by 
four Americans, al! farmers, two of them living about twenty 
miles from Gorstville, who were on business when I wrote this 
letter, and wished to testify to the truth of it. They all emigrated 
from the older states, not less than three years since, and there- 
fore have had some experience in this country; the other nine are 


English people, who left Ergland the last year, farmers, stone- | 


masons, joiners, and blacksmiths. 

We, the undersigned, have read a letter published in the Liver- 
pool Mercury, of the 16th February, 1844, signed “J. Rose,” and 
from our own experience and observations in this country, (Wis- 
consin,) having travelled through five or six counties, a distance 
of between two and three hundred miles, believe Mr. Rose to be 
altogether wrong in his description of Wisconsin, with the excep- 
tion of the average price of wheat. We also have read the letters 
published in the Emigrant’s Instructer, signed “‘ John Cole,” and 
believe them generally to be true, with the exception of his prices 
for wheat, and he saying that farmers in this country (Wisconsin) 
can have the same comforts as an English farmer a few miles from 
a town, which cannot be had in any new country. It is our opi- 
nion that Wisconsin is a healthy country, well watered and wood- 
ed, and in the greater part of it plenty of stone and minerals ; 
that a poor man may do much better at Wisconsin than in Eng- 
land, and in many eases raise himself to a wealthy farmer. 

CHARLES HART, late farmer in Lincolnshire. 
JOHN WHEATLEY, late Blacksmith in Lincolnshire. 
JAMES SMITH, late Farmer in Yorkshire. 
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| Also :— 
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JOHN HOLMES, Englishman. 
J. RHODES, Englishman. 
HANSON CULALL, American. 
ALFRED SENIER, Englishman. 
JAMES HOWELL, American. 
ARAD GROVER, American. 
JOHN WRAY, Englishman. 
ELIZABETH WILSON, English. 
SOPHIA RHODES, English. 

C. W. ROLKWELL, American. 

Since writing the above I have met with twe old settlers, one of 
18 and the other of 16 years residence in Wisconsin. Mr, Gear 
is a farmer whom I met with returning from Mineral Point, where 
he had been summoned on the grand jury, and who states, as a 
proof of the healthiness of the country, that he lived at Alton, in 
Madison county, Illinois, for eight years previous to his residence 
in Wisconsin, with a wife and five children; that his doctor’s bill 
while in Illinois was more than 1600 dollars, while in Wisconsin, 
eighteen years, with a wife and nine children, his doctor's bill did 
not amount to 50 dollars. Mr. Chas. Brackan is in the copper 
mining btisiness, and resides at Mineral Point. 

We, the undersigned, have seen Mr. Wilson's reply to Mr. 
Rose, and also the opinion, and from an experience of near twenty 
years’ residence in Wisconsin, believe them to be true, so far as 
respects their description of Wisconsin, and the healthiness of the 
country. CHARLES GEAR, Suga Riva. 

CHARLES BRACKAN, Mineral Point. 
OFFICIAL NOTICES. ~— 
THE BURSLEM BRANCH OF TURNERS 
Bex to,anhounce, that a Tea Party will be held at the 
Swen Inn, Burslem, on Monday the 17th of March, at 
six «’clock in the evening :—Tickets of admission |s. 
each :—the profits to assist the efforts, now in opetation, 
to cancel the Sheffield and other Trade’s Debts. 

The committee trust, that they will receive the espe- 
cial support and hearty co-operation of their Brother 
Turners, in their laudable endeavours to preserve the 
credit and integrity of the trade generally, by assisting 
to ‘discharge every just claim that other trades may 
have upon it, R. H., Sec. pro. tem. 
Also :— 

THE PRINTERS AND TRANSFERERS OF STOKE 
Are informed, that a TEA PARTY will be held in the 
TOWN HALL, STOKE, 
on Monday evening, March 3rd, 1845, in honour of those Fifteen 
Transferers who have so nobly struck work against the ‘‘ Roll- 
ing Monster,” at Burslem, and who are solicited to attend on 
the occasion, when as many of our friends as can make it con- 
venient, in the other parts of the district, are requested to attend. 
Tea on the table at six o’clock. 

A Band of Music will be in attendance, as well as other enter- 
tainments.— Tickets ; Maies, Is.; Females, 9d. each. 


Also :— 
THE FENTON PRINTERS 
To the Central Committee ef the United Branches of Operative 
Potters. 

Resolved,— That a vote of thanks and confidence be given to 
the Central Committee, for their valuable services in the behalf of 
our interests, in our different societies; and we further pledge 
ourselves to support you, so long as you act in the same unflinch- 
ing manner as heretofore. 

(Signed, on behalf of the Lodge,) 





THE HANLEY PRINTERS. 
To the Central Committee of the United Branches of 
Operative Potters. 
Resolved,—That the Printers of Hanley have full 
confidence in the honesty and integrity of the Central 
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Co-nmittee ; oat ure resolved to aS them so long 
as the same justice and impartiality characterize their 
proceedings, that heretofore have done. 
Also :— (Signed) ...... Chairman. 
THE TUNSTALL HOLLOW - WARE PRESSERS. 
Tu the Central Committee of the United Branches of 
Operative Potters. 

Gentlemen, — You will please to receive the following 
vote of confidence, passed by the Tunstall Hollow. Ware 
Pressers, rela'ive to you, as the lendng Executive o! 
the United Branches of Operative Potters : namely, 

That the United Lodge of Hollow-Ware Pressers of 
the Tuns‘all District have full confidence in the honesty 
and inipartiality of the Central Committee of their so- 
ciety, and pledge themselves to continue the same so 
long as that committee act upon the just and equitable 
princip!< of justice to all. (Signed) .... Chairman. 
Also : 

THE TUNSTALL FLAT-PRESSERS 
To the Central Committee of thr United Branches of 
Operative Potters. 

Gentlemen, —The following resolution was passed by 
the United Flat-Pressers of Tunstall ;---viz., 

That we, the Tunstall F lat-Presser 8, have full confi- 
dence in the proceedings of the Central Committee of }. 
our society; and do hereby give them a vote of thanks 
for the honest and straightforward manner in which 
they have hitherto conducted our proceedings ; believ- 
ing, as we do, that the motive and principle, that directs 
their conduct, is that of justice to all. 

Also :-- (Signed) ...... 
THE FENTON FLAT -PRESSERS. 
To the Central Committee of the United Branches of 
Operative Potters. 

Gentlemen,---At a General Meeting of the Fenton 
Lodge of Flat-Pressers, it was resolved, 

That a vote of thanks and confidence be given to you, 
for your honest and unwearied exertions in the cause of 
the rights of labour in these districts ; pledging ourselves 
to assist you in repelling every false and mischievous 
charge, that may be made against you; and, likewise, 
to assist you in carrying ont the great principles of the 
present Union. (Signed) ...... Chairman. 
Also:— 

THE TUNSTALL OVENMEN 
Are informed, that a meeting of the Butties of their 
society will take place on Wednes@ay evening next, at 
the Leopard Inn, King-street, Tunstall, for the purpose 
of taking into consideration the most efficient means of 
bringing up the defaulters, who have fallen back in the 
present movement of working potters. Chair to be 
taken at seven o'clock. 
Also :— 

THE TUNSTALL OVENMEN 
Are informed, that the meetings of the Lodge have been 
removed from the Greyhound Inn, to the Leopard Inn, 
King-street, Tunstall, where they will continue to be 
held every Saturday evening, for the enrolling of names 
and the receiving of subscriptions. Let all who wish 
well to their branch, attend! attend!! 


} 





Chairman. } 











WELLEAM COATES, 


MILES’ BANK, HANLEY, 


Begs to inform his friends and the public, that he has commenced 
business in the 
PROVISION LINE; 
and that he would be most happy in supplying those, who may 
favour him with their custom, 


WITH THE VERY BEST ARTICLES 
FLOUR, — BACON, 


At the beside sie 
Licensed Bealer in 


&e. &c. 
CHEAP HAT & CAP ESTABLISHMENT. 


FELLOW TOWNSMEN, 

YOU will consult your own iuterest, by trying the 
PATENT FRENCH VELVET HAT, 
Price 8s. and 10s., equal to the best London Beaver, formerly 
sold at 24s. ; 

SPLENDID SHORT NAPS, 
from 4s. upwards; 

A GREAT PV. mes of OF BEAVER BONNETS, 
from 3s. , of the first fashion. 


ALL SORTS OF ‘CAPS, in great variety. 


Otiniis’” 


SALISBURY & Co's, 


Market place, Burslem, and corner of Tontine Street, Hanley. 


"Coftee, T , Tobaceo, 











NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Received “‘ A. C."" Hanley? and“ A Potter,” Shelton, 

Our Leeds correrpondent in our next. 

We are sorry that the communication of the United branch of 
Ovenmen came too late for insertion this week :—it shall appear in 
our next. 

Mr. Joseph Kirk is informed, that the Examiner, for the Out- 
Districts, about 400 copies, are posted regularly every Saturday 
evening, sufficiently time enough for the evening mail. They 
might be posted on the Friday evening, were it not for the time 
they take in the drying, which drying must be gone through, or the 
charge, for postage, wouldbe much higher than what it is now. 
The irregularity he complains of must be caused by the neglect of the 
post-office officials, A note to the Hanley Post Office, will con- 
vince him, that the Examiners are posted every Saturday evening. 

The Examiner Committee has consulted Mr. Evans relative to 
the proposition of “A Printer,” Stoke, but he will not receive 
anything extra to his present remuneration for his labours on the 
Examiner, He feels thankful, that his services are so far appre- 
ciated, as to create a desire in the minds of his friends to make 
him a mark of their esteem, in the way proposed ; but, at the same 
time, he must beg, respectfully and positively, to decline the ac- 
ceptance of any gift whatever. 

Received, per Thos. Simpson, from Mr. Minton’s Painters and 
Gilders, £2 5s. towards the Sheffield Debt, being the sixth instal- 
ment, and making, in the whole, since the 5th of November, 
1844, the sum of £10 15s. 6d. 

Received, from the Wear Potters, Sunderland, 10s. for The 
Five Thousand Pounds’ Fund. Their communication came too 
late for insertion this week; it shall appear in our next. 

Received for Framiners, per J. Johnson, Glasgow, Feb. 18th, 
£1 19s. 6d;—ditto 25th, £F 9s, 2d, 





BATE, PRINTER, SHELTON. 
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